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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PFOR, OASGA 

SUBJECT: POSTPONEMENT OF OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
REFERENCE: BUENOS AIRES 1275 

1. PI .EASE INFORM VIGNES WE GREATLY APPRECIATE HIS COOPERA- 
TION IN MATTER OF POSTPONEMENT OF OASGA AND ARE SYMPATHETIC 
TO HIS CONCERNS. HOWEVER, WE WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT IT IS 
CUSTOMARY AND TRADITIONAL FOR MOST IMPORTANT MATTERS OF 
OASGA TO BE DEALT WITH VERY EARLY IN THE ASSEMBLY, AND WE 
INTEND TO DO ALL WE CAN TO SEE TO IT THAT MATTERS OF SUB- 
STANCE ARE HANDLED DURING THE FIRST FEW DAYS. WE BELIEVE 
MOST MINISTERS WILL HAVE LEFT BY MAY 12/13. 

2. WHILE WE WANT TO DO ALL POSSIBLE TO ACCOMMODATE HIS 
WISHES FOR AN OPENING DATE AS EARLY AS MAY 5 OR 6, UNFOR- 
TUNATELY, WE FIND THAT SEVERAL FOREIGN MINISTERS ALREADY 
HAVE FIRM COMMITMENTS IN THE FEW DAYS PRIOR TO MAY 8. 

3. WE ARE FORMALLY PROPOSING MAY 8 TODAY AND HOPE VIGNES 
WILL UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS OUR BEST EFFORT TO RECONCILE 
THE SCHEDULE PROBLEMS OF SEVERAL FOREIGN MINISTERS INCLUD- 
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ING HIMSELF. WE APPRECIATE HIS FLEXIBILITY. KISSINGER 
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